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ABSTRACT

Bee keeping is an age - old tradition. It is considered as a non - investment profit giving venture in most
areas. Even now, apiculture survives in certain areas with little or no management. with honey being robbed from bee
colonies. during the season. However, in the recent past it has been recognized that bee - keeping has the potential to
develop as a prime agri - horticultural and forest based industry. In India some places are popular owing o the
existence of a particular industry or availability of a certain commodity. In that sense, Marthandam is a place in
Kanvakumari District which is famous due to the availability of honey in plenty. Most of the people belonging to
Marthandam and the surrounding areas have bee - keeping as their occupation. In fact, Marthandam flourishes in
honey production and more than that, it provides employment opportunities to many people. Although honey and
honey bees have been known to human beings long before and unlike several other rural industries, it is not a
traditional enterprise in India. In India. the first movable frame hives were for domesticating bees in Bengal in | 882
Honey is a natural product that has no substitute. In view of this, in many countries the laws or acts of the Government
define honey as a sweet liquid prepared by honey bees from nectars of plants afier addition of their digestive enzymes
and causing natural physical and chemical processes. Although honey was first used by man perhaps as a sweet food,
it is used not only for its food value, but also for its medicinal and therapeutic properties and for its characteristic
flavor and taste. Other food sweeteners like the high fructose corn syrup, jaggery or molasses syrups can never be
likened to honey and they serve only as simple sweet and nutrition substances. Comb honey is produced by the bees in
small rectangular boxes and sold in this way as produced by the bees. Extracied honey is the liquid honey or raw
honey thrown out of the cell, leaving the comb as good as ever. The comb is put back in the hives and filled again by
the bees. For this reason, the extracted honey is cheaper as the bees do not need to build a new comb each time.

INTRODUCTION

Bee keeping refers to the domestication of honey bees for the purpose of obtaining
honey and other useful products such as bee wax, pollen and royal jelly. Beekeeping is a low-
cost technology with high potential of economic returns. Generally, farmers and other workers
taking part in agricultural operations mainly carry out bee keeping as a part-time work. Bee-
keeping can be taken up both at household and commercial levels to generate additional income
to the marginal farmers, landless labourers and other weaker sections of the society.
Organizations like the Young Men Christian Association (YMCA), Indian Institute of Honey, All
India Village Industries Association etc pioneered the bee keeping extension programmes. A
number of Bee-keeper’s Co-operative Societies are working today in India. The Khadi and

Village Industries Commission and various State Industrial Boards have nurtured this Industry.

The production of honey is seasonal according to the climatic conditions may be from
February to April, every year. Honey is very much short of supply in India. Bulk amount of
honey is produced in Kanyakumari District of Tamilnadu, Trivandrum, Calicut, Canoor district
of Kerala and Karnataka State.
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- kecping is important to increase crop yield and cross pollination. It gives pure and natural
honey. Besides, it is one of the remunerative subsidiary occupations. For most of our farmers’
bee - keeping is the sole occupation 1o eam size able money.

Muniandi. K. (2010) in his anticle, “Honey the life giver™ points out that boncy is both an
item of food as well as medicine. hsghnuemiseﬂywd-’ns-ih&“
directly on consumption.

Gnana Rajan. N. (2017) in his research “A study about production and marketing of
honey in Kanyakumari District™ points out that in Kanyakumari with its evergreen forests. Bes -
kqﬁngbamjawuwmmdhbabwmm‘ihmm&m
returns. Bee - keeping is carried at house hold and commercial levels to generate additonal
income and employment.

Sheela Seema (2017) in her research points out that this industry has now reached 2
mmmmmmmw.mamhmmuduﬁemd
the state. In the industrial scene of India, Industrial co-operatives occupy an imporiant place

SCOPE OF STUDY

The present study is restricted to evaluate the production and marketing problems of Bee
- keepers Co - operative Society in Marthandam and to suggest remedial measures 1o overcome
the problems.

The objectives of the study are as follows:
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LIMITATIONS OF STUDY

The study has been undertaken by the researcher to analyse the performance of Bee -
keepers Co-operative Society in Marthandam. The limitations of the study are stated below:

1. The study is restricted to g period of 5 ye
-

ars.

The study is restricted 1o evaluate the production of honey and bee-keeping equipment
by the Marthandam Bee - keepers® Co-operative Society Ltd.

3. The study has been made only at Marthandam Bee - Keepers Co - operative Society. The

findings of the study may not be applicable to other societies.

MARTHANDAM BEE-KEEPERS CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

The Marthandam Bee - keepers Co-operative Society’ was registered on 19™ March

1937, under Travancore Co-operative Society Act (Act-V-of 1112) and started functioning from

14™ April 1937. The area of operation of the society is confined to Kalkulam and Vilavancode

Taluks of Kanyakumari District excluding Thiruvattar and Killiyor Panchayat Union areas. The

main object of the society is to improve the bee - keeping industry and the economic conditions

of the bee - keepers. The society was started in 1937 with 23 bee-keepers and has now increased

to 1347 with paid-up share capital of Rs.2, 73, 946/-. The society has 26.5 acres of land with an

own building and a storing-shed. The members of the society donated the storing shed during
1983.

ANALYSIS AND INTREPRETATION

Production of honey and bee-keeping equipment of Beekeepers’ Co-operative Society
are analysed to understand the performance of Marthandam Bee-keepers® Co-operative Society.
A trend analysis of the production of honey and bee-keeping euipment of the Marthandam Bee-

keepers® Co-operative Society has been made with the help of the exponential trend equation.

The details of production of honey and bee-keeping equipment for the period 2012-2018
are stated in the following table.
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Honey

Bee-Keepina Equipment

Rs. ‘000

Amount
(Rs. “000)

Percentage

Amount

Percentage

2012 - 2013

11,899

97.85

(Rs. *000)
262

2.15

12,161

2013 -2014

13,789

98.25

245

1.75

14,034

2014 - 2015

9,605

99.10

90

0.93

9,695

2016 - 2017

12.603

99.12

112

0.88

12,715

12017 -2018

13,520

99.28

98

0.72

13,618

61,416

807

62,223

98.70

1.30

100

The above table reveals that the production of honey is 98.70 per cent and bee-keeping
equipment is 1.30 per cent of the total production.

COST OF PRODUCTION

Production cost includes the cost incurred in the fields of processing, labour and in using
techniques of production. The society incurs expenses in the production of honey and bee-
keeping equipments. The cost of production of honey includes raw honey, wastage, agmark test,
oil, purifying charges, trade commission, miscellaneous expenses incurred in changing the raw
honey into its pure form.

TABLE - 4 COST OF PRODUCTION OF THE SOCIETY

Year Amount (Rs. “000)
2012 -2013 65
2013 - 2014 78
2014 - 2015 78
2016 - 2017 78
2017 - 2018 96

-S‘mam Stock Registers of Marthandam Bee-keepers Co-operative Society

Cost per unit
0.256
0.334
0.410
0.433
0.554
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12,603
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2017 - 2018

13,520
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i
i SUGGESTIONS
_ 1. Since there is no substantial growth in the production of honey and bee-keeping
¥ equipment during the study period, efforts may be taken by the society to increase
' the production by employing the latest technologies in honey production.
2. The sale of honey has decreased over the study period. Therefore, efforts may be
taken to increase the sale of honey by employing effective sales promotional tools.
_ 3. Since the production cost of honey increased during the study period, efforts should
% be taken by the society to cut down unnecessary cost and by reducing the wastage.

£ CONCLUSION

L The present study has been undertaken to highlight the performance of Marthandam Bee-
= Keepers Co-operative Society Ltd regarding the production of honey and bee-keeping
,
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